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MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Director (Flens)

THROUGH +  Acting Chief, DFD
CORONA in 1961

-,

1. Following our conversation just prior to your dsperture, I went to
soe | |on the sbove subject and reported your feeling that if
consideration was tO be given to a CORORA type yrogrem in OY 1961 the long
leed times regquired thet a decisicn be mede very soon. I suggested that
CHALICR might not be flying in the summer of 1961 and that unless good BAMDS
photogrephy would be availsbie by that summer, there could be & gap in over-
£light collection.

2. 1 styressed that you are not proposing anything but are simply asking
a gquestion. &t the same time I suggested that otheyr hranches of the Agency
would be very much interested in the answer to the quesiion snd would wish to
be consulted.

sgreed that there probably would be & gep. The BAMOS program nov
BC 88 some 5 El and E2 shots in the fall of 1950 and the spring of 1%61.
These carry in-flight proceseing with readout and in his opinion cannot
produce useful ground resolution. The first recoverable camera, the B-3,
with potentially good resclution through 1ts 72" focal length, is not scheduled
until August of 1961, and this date will Likely siip.

4. Be then msked what ocur views were &g 1o the need of filling this gap
with CORONA photography. He asked vhat we expected to see in 1960 with our
present cemera taking into account operstional problems and expected cloud
cover. Assuming this experience vhat 41id ve nased to see in ﬁ?

5. Wr. Reber, L/Col. Murphy,| land I returned on
16 February vith ansvers addressed 19| questions.

6. Against known targets and suspected terget areas, M-, Rebar shoved
the coverage to date, the CHALICE coverags planned through 1960, indiceted the
gaps that would remain, stressed the value of “repeat” coverage snd showed how
CORONA in 1960 or 1961 could be useful to other programe in pointing to areas
vhich should be re-photographed by more sopbletloated systems.

7. L/Col. Muxphy sssumed five successful shots in the 1960 program snd
ghoved the ocoversge that could be expected with three-day cxblts. Taking
westher into account he concluded that in the intereating areas the chsnous
of photographing sny psrticulsr point spproximated k0f. He sseumed a ground

resolution of 25 feet. .
0 o Lony of _s2__Copias
5.;“:4 r" - :
Approved For Release 2002/09!0{3?.?::-‘ZgGEIRDP63-00313A000600140063-2

gll(l)llé[!@l_ﬂglljﬂlll WL

25X1
25X1!




Approved For Release gﬁﬁﬁ%jﬁ% : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600140063-2
. i

CoR - OTT8
Page 2

8. We expressed doubts that there would bs marned overflights of USER
in 1961.

25X1 9. | enfed the discussion by stating his beliel thet there

: should be an melon of the CORONA progrem into 1961. Ha peemed to feel
f- that there should be » minimum of some eight shots, and sgreed that they
should cerry improved versions of the present aysiem rether than s conpleta
redesign. Ho hopes to dlmcuss ways and memns with you as soon as possible
after your return.
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